
Youth Receives EPA Award for Smoking Ban

The US Environmental Protection Agency presented a 2009 
Environmental Achievement Award to Laura Andersen and the West 
Hawaii Youth Fisheries Council on April 16th in San Francisco for 
their exceptional work and commitment to protecting the 
environment. 

The student group was honored for initiating a smoking ban at 
Kahalu'u Beach Park, which led to a smoking ban at all Hawaii 
County Parks in 2008.  This county-wide ban was the result of 
several years' efforts by the students to clean up local beaches.  
They collected over 2000 cigarette butts in 30 minutes at Kahalu'u 
Beach Park as part of a beach clean-up to demonstrate the 
magnitude of the problem. 

The middle and high school students, who belonged to the West 
Hawaii Youth Fisheries Council at Hualalai Academy, first initiated a law to ban smoking at Kahalu'u Beach Park in 2006. 
They spent months gathering signatures on petitions and testified more than six times before the Hawaii county Council.  They 
performed research to support the bans, including a state science fair project by Laura Andersen titled "Ghost Crabs and 
Cigarette Butts" in 2006 which won the State Audubon Award and a Bishop Museum award for an outstanding science fair 
project.  

The student group was previously honored with a certificate of commendation from Hawaii County Mayor Harry Kim, an 
award from the Kohala Center for helping protect Kahalu'u Bay, and an award from Hui Laulima, a consortium of health care 
providers.

The advisor for the West Hawaii Youth Fisheries Council is Donna Goodale, a science teacher at Hualalai Academy.  Members 
of the student group include Laura Andersen, Devyn Park, Phoebe Hono, Nathaniel Goodale, Miranda Villegas, Amber Datta, 
Tien Austin, Mackenzie Buckner, Loren Jessup, Allison Alterman, Sarah Crawford, Dominique Saks, Sonny Hapgood and 
Adrien Lipps.


